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CHINA’S PRAYER 
Thou who art the strength of the weak, 
the hope of the discouraged and the bond of 
all fellowship, help us to bear one another's 
burdens and so seek our happiness in others’ 
joy and our true wealth in others’ well-being; 
that ours may become a comrades’ world, and 
being one body, all its members may rejoice 
together. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
—Y.W.C.A. Prayer Booklet 
2nd Quarter, 1949 


Men and Events 
Dillman Bullock 
This veteran Methodist missionary 
to Chile has been awarded the Order 
of Merit by the Chilean Government. 
The award is “for distinguished serv- 
ice to the nation.” A graduate of 
Michigan State Agricultural College, 
Dr. Bullock in his own practical and 
unobtrusive manner has contributed 
much to the welfare of Chilean vil- 
lage people, whom he has served since 
1923. While in the U. S. on furlough 
in 1947 he made a tour of eight agri- 
cultural colleges for the purpose of 
interesting both students and faculty 
in the work of rural missions. 


J. Merle Davis 

Dr. J. Merle Davis has been with 
Agricultural Missions, Inc., since Feb- 
ruary, 1948 for a special project in 
rural research. During that time he 
has made an extensive study of agri- 
cultural missions in various countries, 
bringing together a fund of informa- 
tion which will be of much value dur- 
ing these critical years. We are deep- 
ly grateful for this rich contribution. 

A farewell luncheon was _ held 
in his honor on June 23rd, since he 
completes his work with Agricul- 
tural Missions, Inc., on June 30, 1949. 
He plans to take up residence in Cali- 


fornia. 
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Real Teaching Can Change Life 


e “The Gospel is most effective when 
taught in its direct relation to life 
situations of the people we serve. 
Verbal expressions alone are often 
misunderstood by the African. Peo- 
ple who are hungry cannot build a 
strong church or Christian fellow- 
ship,” declares the Reverend Ira E. 
Gillet, Methodist missionary to Portu- 
guese East Africa. “Only as we work 
with people toward a better use of 
the land do they see how life must 
be a joyful and sacred partnership 
with God, the Father of all.” 

A few years ago Mr. and Mrs. Gil- 
let moved to an abandoned 2,000 


acres of land in the bush country of 
Mozambique. This Guilundo Farm 
lies in the midst of 20,000 African 
families greatly in need of help. “Our 
purpose,” says Mr. Gillet, “is to help 
the people in Portuguese East Africa 
both agriculturally and _ spiritually. 
This challenge is the more difficult 
because we are using the same kind 
of poor land that the people have to 
use.” 

The Gillets have instituted a com- 
prehensive approach to the religious, 
social and economic life of this large 
community. Relying largely upon na- 
tive tools and resources, they are im- 


Methodist Prints 


Mr. Gillet with a group of African people. Classes in Bible, health, agriculture and all aspects 
of life are conducted in order to present the Gospel in an effective way. 
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African teacher inspects improved variety 
of corn. Men of primitive culture can often 
find God, and experience His grace most 
effectively as they are led to work with Him 
in a sense of partnership as they improve 
the land and produce better food for their 
families and others. Missionaries who ob- 
serve this simple fact are often mosi ef- 
fective in the improvement of both agricul- 
ture and life. Any who ignore it and treat 
life in separate compartments as “spiritual” 
and “material’’ may unwittingly join the 
multitude of those who are pushing the 
world toward secularism. 
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proving crop yields, livestock and 
other aspects of African farm life. 
Much land needs to be cleared and 
dams need to be constructed in order 
to control the floods and hold water 
in reserve. 

Plans for this Methodist center 
further include an educational pro- 
gram for both children and parents 
in a farm school. Families are to be 
granted twenty-acre plots on which 
they produce crops and livestock un- 
der the supervision of the farm staff. 
Eventually they will return to their 
native villages to practice what they 
have learned among their own people. 
It is hoped that these revolving 
school-farms will be a most impor- 
tant factor in promoting better use of 
soil, better crops and better Chris- 
tian life in African villages. 


Like most missionaries the Gillets 


work to a seven-day week. A con- 
siderable amount of time must be 
spent in travelling, in order to con- 
tact adequately their vast district 
which is approximately 150 miles 
square. On tours they conduct re- 
ligious services, agricultural fairs, 
health and literacy classes, because 
they believe that the Gospel has 
piercing relevance for all areas of 
life. : 

Now in the United States on fur- 
lough, they are renewing contacts 
with the home church and are taking 
refresher courses in Bible, agricul- 
ture and rural life, which will be of 
help as they pursue this important 
work in the future. “One of our acute 
needs,” says Mr. Gillet, “is more per- 
sonnel who are really prepared to 
undertake the work which needs to 
be done.” 

—FREDRICK A. WOODRESS 


Welcome Rural Center at 
Asaba, Nigeria 


© On the banks of the River Niger, 
in southeastern Nigeria, three mis- 
sions have begun to cooperate in car- 
rying the Christian message to rural 
people. Since no one mission or church 
could be expected to supply the per- 
sonnel and resources needed to do a 
thorough job, it seemed much better 
to join hands and work together. 


The beginning of work on the Rural 
Training Center, Asaba, was marked 
by a reception to the staff, given by 
the 23 Protestant churches of the 
Asaba District. 


The staff of the Rural Training | 


Center is headed by the Rev. Ken- 


neth H. Prior, through whose efforts . 


for the past twelve years as an agri- 


cultural missionary with C.M.S. the © 
vision of such a Center has become a 
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Agricultural exhibits where people bring together the best of their products become a source 
of both inspiration and education. To realize that agriculture at its best is a partnership with 
God is to advance far on the way to full Christian discipleship. 


Bombay to Have Cooperative 
Farming Societies 

e A network of cooperative farming 
societies is shortly to be established 
in Bombay province. The experiment 
will first be tried in six districts. The 
societies will be organized to increase 
the yield of land and to secure better 
returns to cultivators by consolida- 
tion of holdings and by adoption of 
improved methods of farming and 
marketing.—Indian Information. 
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reality. Mr. Prior is a Canadian, a 
minister of the United Church of 
Canada, and an agricultural gradu- 
ate with ten years experience as an 
agricultural missionary in Angola 
previous to his work with C.M.S. 
Other members of the staff also fit 
into the interdenominational charac- 


ter of the work. Dr. Sybil Batley, in’ 


charge of health extension work, is 
an Anglican, with twenty years ex- 
perience as superintendent of a near- 


| 


by C.M.S. hospital; George Taylor, 
the Church of Scotland builder, comes 
from twenty-six years experience as 
a builder for his mission in China; 
Rev. E.~.tf, Coale is an American 
Methodist country preacher and agri- 
cultural graduate; and Lex Ruther- 
ford is a young Canadian agricultural 
graduate, of the United Church of 
Canada. Very soon a domestic sci- 
ence teacher, of the British Meth- 
odists, may join the staff. 

The reception to the Rural Training 
Center staff was held in one of the 
two C.M.S. churches in Asaba, and be- 
gan with a parade of sevéral hundred 
children of the mission schools 
through the town, bearing a banner 
of welcome and accompanied by a 
band. There was a short worship serv- 
ice in which the local African pas- 
tor’s remarks showed the growing 
realization among pastors of the 
Christian’s obligation to be a good 
steward of the holy earth. By a happy 
coincidence, Dr. and Mrs. Walter C. 
Lowdermilk who are travelling under 
the auspices of Agricultural Missions, 
Inc., were guests at this reception. 

Bishop Patterson, of the Anglican 
Diocese on the Niger, was chairman 
of the reception proper, “supported” 
as is customary by dignitaries who in- 
cluded Rev. Asiekwu, a retired Af- 
rican pastor whose family gave most 
of the land for the Center; Father 
Donelly, Principal of a Catholic Col- 
lege in the town; Obi Nwanze, a 
member of the African Local Author- 
ity; Barrister Mbanefo, Chancellor of 
the Diocese; the British District Of- 
ficer, Mr. Brinkworth; and a former 
Asaba pastor, Rev. Ibeneme. The ad- 
dress of welcome to Rev. Prior and 
the rest of the Rural Training Center 
staff was written and read by the 
C.M.S. Traveling Teacher, Mr. Onuzo. 

Mr. Prior, in his reply, announced 
some of the plans for the Center, in- 
cluding training in agriculture and 
trades for boys, both schooled and il- 
literate; training in homemaking, in- 
cluding poultry and gardening for 
girls; training of selected families in 
a model village at the Center; and 
extension work in agriculture, public 
health, homemaking, recreation and 
cooperation through teams of Church 
Extension workers trained at the 
Center. 

Bishop Patterson, referring to Mr. 
Prior’s earlier work in the Diocese, 
quoted a remark of his predecessor, 
Bishop Lasbrey, that he could hardly 


(Continued on Page 4, Column 3) 


Significance of the Christian 

Home in Our Time 
e The West China Christian Home 
Conference was held at Hwang Shan, 
May 21-28, 1949. Delegates from five 
provinces had been invited. How- 
ever, plane service was suspended 
from Shensi the week previous to the 
opening of the conference and Sian, 
the capital, fell to the Communists 
on the second day of the conference. 
Therefore it was impossible for dele- 
gates to come from that province. It 
was a matter of great joy that dele- 
gates from Sikong, Yunnan, Kwei- 
chow and Szechuan were able to 
gather in these troubled times. The 
theme of the conference Significance 
of the Christian Home in Our Time, 
had great reality to the group which 
gathered. The thirty-nine persons 
who attended were distributed as 
follows: 


Methodist 18 


Church of Christ in China 7 
Episcopal 4 
Baptist 3 
Friends 2 
YMCA 22 
YWCA 1 
English Methodist 1 
Kweiyang Church of Christ 1 


Parents and pastors, doctors and 
nurses, high school principals and 
university professors, YMCA _ and 
YWCA secretaries, religious and so- 
cial workers, one student, a few 
church laymen and women and 
church administrators made up the 
delegation. Their religious back- 
ground revealed the new young vigor 
of West China. One was a non- 
Christian for a Christian organiza- 
tion, two have less than one year as 
Christians, most of them are first 
generation Christians while a very 
few had Christian parents. 

The urgent need for constructive 
ways to strengthen family life was 
recognized by all present. Deep con- 
cern over the disintegration of fam- 
ily life resulting from western ideolo- 
gies, war-time morality, economic 
stresses, which take mothers and fa- 
thers from the home, and mass migra- 
tions was heightened by new forces 
which tend to destroy family life in 
order to establish new loyalties. 

Subjects for lecture and discussion 
were: 

How to lead youth in building 

Christian homes 

How to conquer the forces that 

break up the home 
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At left Dr. Irma Highbaugh, Secretary for 

Home and Family Life of the National 

Christian Council, China. At her right are 

colleagues, William Hsu and Miss Mabel 
Nowlin, 


What kind of world do you want 
for your children 
Child training. 


One Scripture lesson, Deut. 30: 20, 
was especially fitting. God should be 
at the center of life, unmovable and 
unchangeable. From God the home 
reaches out into all of life. The home 
made up of parents and children 
should make its influence felt on 
friends and teachers, on neighbors, in 
the city, county, state and nation, and 
on out into the whole world. The 
famous old Chinese saying, “All un- 
der Heaven are one family” was used 
to bind all relationships in the world 
together under God. There is the story 
of how Robert L. Stevenson while on 
a storm-tossed boat went to see the 
man at the wheel and found him 
calm, returned to the fear-stricken 
passengers and told them that they 
need not worry, the man at the wheel 
was at peace and there was therefore 
no need to fear. So it is with God at 
the center, there is no need to fear, 
because He is there. 

—Dr. IRMA HIGHBAUGH, Secretary 
for Christian Home and Family 
Life, National Christian Coun- 
cil of China 


Korea Begins Again 


e Koreans, scarred by centuries of 
poverty and oppression were begin- 
ning to find new hope during pre- 
war years, as the Gospel was applied 
to their life. Then came the tragedy 
of war and much was lost. Now they 
are beginning anew. One such begin- 
ning is the first post-war Christian 
Rural Center, opened at Wonju by 
Methodist missionaries, in coopera- 
tion with the Korean people. The cen- 
tral plan is to help people to help 
themselves. 

This down-to-earth ministry is re- 
garded as evangelism adapted to 
present circumstances. Korea is a 
land of villages. With 85 percent of 
the people rural it is essential that 
plans for Christian work include vil- 
lage service of various forms. A Shin- 
to shrine erected by the Japanese and 
now remodeled serves as an attrac- 
tive little center used mainly for of- 
fice purposes. It seems fitting that this 
building once the symbol of imperial- 
istic power should now be the symbol 
of humble Christian service and 
brotherly love, with emphasis upon 
abundant life for all. 


moral support to such a worthwhile 
work. 

There were daily periods for wor- 
ship, Bible and stewardship teaching. 
The schedule of classes included lec- 
tures, discussions and demonstrations. 
The subjects dealt with included farm 
improvement and home life, the mak- 
ing and use of hotbeds, choice and use 
of fertilizers, selection of seeds, seri- 
culture, etc. The lessons on orchards 
and the pruning of fruit trees were 
taught by demonstration. The in- 
struction’ on rabbit care, and curing 
the fur for lining caps and jackets, 
was considered perhaps the most 
helpful of all. One of the farmers was 
asked to give some helps on water- 
melon growing, from his fifteen years 
experience. It was interesting to see 
even the government men _ taking 
notes as he spoke. 

This first class was not perfect, but 
it was very successful in many ways. 
A few key men from rural areas with- 
in a radius of three of four miles 
from Wonju were invited. The re- 
sponse was good, and we had a ca- 
pacity class of over thirty members. 


The rural health clinic of the Wonju Center serves surrounding villages. 


This little office was a busy place 
for three days this last week—Janu- 
ary 17-19, for that was the time for 
our first Farmers’ Institute. Some 
of us who had little to contribute in 
the way of farm helps did enjoy the 
fellowship and were glad to lend our 


All were interested, enthusiastic and 
eager to learn. 

Mr. Chang began the field work by 
planting on the Wonju farm im- 
proved varieties of potatoes, peanuts, 
flowers, vegetables of various kinds 
as a demonstration center. He saved 
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seeds this year to distribute to other 
farms and villages for next year’s 
planting. Besides working on the farm 
in Wonju, he selected a nearby vil- 
lage and cooperated with the head- 
man of the village in a few projects 
as demonstrations there. The hotbed 
projects were very successful, and 
plans are under way to follow up 
with more work in that village and 
also to select two or three other near- 
by villages in which to carry on dem- 
onstrations. 

The Director also includes the or- 
ganization of groups of young people 


in rural areas. These will be based — 


on the 4-H club idea and he hopes to 


have groups for youths from fifteen — 


to twenty-five years of age. Youth © 


projects planned for this year include 


flower growing for the girls, rabbits : 


for young boys and chickens or swine 


for the older groups. 
Knowing that it will be difficult or 


impossible for them to finance these ~ 


projects, the Director has a plan 
whereby he will furnish one or two 


rabbits to a boy, with the understand- _ 
ing that he will return a rabbit to — 


the project at the end of the year. — 


We plan to start in a small way and 
work things out with the people as 
we go along. 

The complete program at Wonju in- 


cludes also extension work in literacy, - 


public health and religious education. 

We believe we have in this simple 
and practical approach a new, and 
probably our most effective method 
for reaching and influencing village 


homes today. As we do useful things | 


together with the people, we find op- 

portunities for vital teaching right at 

the point where it can be used for 

the improvement of life. Christ taught 
that way. 

—Adapted from reports 

by MavubDE SapDIE Moore 


Welcome Rural Center at 
Asaba, Nigeria 
(Continued from Page 3) 


visit a school or church in the Diocese 
without falling into one of Mr. Prior’s 
compost pits; and now that Mr. Prior 
is promoting fresh-water fish farm- 
ing, Bishop Patterson could see him- 
self in danger of drowning in a school 
or church fish pond! The Bishop also 
noted progress in replacing the old 
bare, swept compounds with grassed 
ones, and the introduction of ground- 
nut meal and other wholesome foods 
for our undernourished people. 
—EnnIs H. Coatr 


Rural boys in ‘4-H Clubs” in Korea. Rabbits like poultry can be started with limited means 

and returns come fairly soon. Under improved methods of husbandry, rabbits promise to be 

a useful source of food and the fur a source of warmth for the Korean people. Equally im- 

portant are the personal and character values which result from 4-H experience. To those 

who are well-fed such projects may seem unrelated to the spread of the Gospel; but they 
are extremely important if we would influence the lives of those who starve. 


Basic Rural Training 


@ The One-Year Course in Basic 
Rural Training for Missionaries will 
begin at Cornell University, Septem- 
ber 21, 1949. 

Missionaries on furlough and young- 
er missionaries in preparation will 
spend the academic year in the study 
of subjects like agriculture, animal 
husbandry, agricultural engineering, 
rural sociology, nutrition, home and 
family life, and rural economics. 

The need for this type of training 
is clear. Nearly 80 percent of the peo- 
ple with whom we work must get 
their living from the soil. But what 
a living it is! The soil is often de- 
pleted and the increasing numbers 
depending on it are untrained in bet- 
ter farming methods. Yet it is among 
these distressed and famine-ridden 
people that we are seeking to build 
the rural church. 

Agriculture has deep religious 
meaning to village people. They can 
understand the Gospel and our Chris- 
tian purpose more clearly when we 
work with them to find solutions to 
their problems. 

The rural missionary has a complex 
and very difficult task and he needs 
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special training in the same sense 
that the doctor, the educationist or 
the minister is trained. 

Registration for the year 1949-1950 
is closed, but those interested in at- 
tending this course next year should 
address: 

I. W. Moomaw, Educational Secretary 
Agricultural Missions, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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Christian Mission in 
China Today 


PoLicy AND PRoGRAM 


® The maintenance and cultivation 
of the life of the 12,000 Protestant 
churches in China becomes under 
present circumstances our primary 
and most promising task. The vast 
majority of these churches are in 
the villages and market towns. 

The program of the church has long 
emphasized the improvement of rural 
life, although all too little has been 
done. 


We are convinced that it is desir- 
able for (a) Rural Church Committee 
of the National Christian Council to 
formulate the practical strategy and 
program required under existing cir- 
cumstances in China, (b) the church- 
es to work out a common plan, de- 
ploying their resources, and (c) the 
Boards to support whole-heartedly 
the plans which the Committee may 
work out. 


We are clearly challenged to con- 
centrate attention, personnel and 
other resources on the village church 
and community. The aim should be 
the strengthening of the inner life of 
that church and of its evangelistic 
witness, and the enlarging and en- 
riching of its service to the community 
as an integral part of that witness. 


(a) The program should call out 
a maximum of local resources; it 
should definitely be designed to help 
people to help themselves. 


(b) The Committee’s plan for 
Rural Service and Training Centers 
should be implemented as rapidly as 
possible. 


We believe that this emphasis on 
rural life and its needs will not weak- 
en but reinforce Christian work in 
the cities. It is necessary: 


(c) To build up the Church more 
and more as a worshipping community 
through its service and the sacra- 
ments, laying stress upon family par- 
ticipation and personal devotions of 
the individual. 


(d) To make each congregation, 
and, as far as possible, the entire 
Christian community in each place, 
more truly the family of Christ, bear- 
ing one another’s burden in the man- 
ner of the Apostolic Church. 


—Resolutions of China Committee 


in response to the National 
Christian Council in China, 
May, 1949 


Education and the 
Chinese Village 


by SHERWOOD W. YANG 


e There is a Chinese proverb which 
says, “Turn when you face a wall, to 
turn will carry you through.” There 
is much truth in that. We used to be- 
lieve as many other educationists that 
education is all-powerful, that China 
ean be saved by proper education. 
With great resolution and earnestness 
we have participated in the so-called 
sacred work of educating China’s 
youth. 

We intended to form wholesome 
personality and leadership for recon- 
struction, but on the contrary we in- 
creased the burdens of society. Young 
men and women, before coming to 
school, were already producers, use- 
ful helpers to their parents, and per- 
haps future leaders in the rural vil- 
lages. But by coming to school they 
became selfish consumers. They got 
what learning the schools could pro- 
vide, and became tired of their old 
family life and conditions. Their mode 
of life became more complex and their 
selfishness greater. The lucky ones 
became selfish officials, while those 
who had no friends to help them to 
high positions often became parasites 
of society. Such a lamentable result 
of education after years of expense 
has filled our hearts with grief. 


So, at the end of a blind alley, we 
determined to turn and look for an- 
other way through. A school is a suc- 
cess or a failure depending upon 
whether or not its program can really 
satisfy the needs of the students and 
the community. About 87 percent of 
our students came from the villages; 
13 percent left school and returned 
home before graduation; 46 percent 
could not enter college, so a large part 
of the graduates went home to the 
villages. If so many mistrained young 
men and women went back to the vil- 
lages, they were not likely to do any 
good. So we launched out upon a 
four-fold program as follows: 


Each student should acquire prac- 
tical knowledge of rural life, in 
addition to the regular school stud- 
ies. This included agriculture, so- 
ciology and visits to rural work- 
shops, mass education movement 
centers, etc. 


Each student should learn how to 
keep healthy by observing habits of 
health, working toward the pre- 
vention of diseases and developing 


Principal Sherwood Yang as a student at 

Berea College learns how to use commercial 

fertilizers for soil and crop improvement. A 

devoted Christian, his chief concern is to 

help his people restore their homes and 

enjoy peaceful life after their long years of 
suffering. 


wholesome recreational methods in 

the rural community. 

Each student should learn a use- 
ful trade. For girls home econom- 
ics, nursing, and health clinic ex- 
perience were used. The boys were 
taught gardening, animal husband- 
ry, farmshop work and repairing. 

Each student should cultivate the 
Christian spirit of service. So all 
participated in such projects as re- 
pair of public roads, planting of 
trees, preparing charts and posters 
and teaching as volunteers in the 
mass education schools. 

Before the war broke out, we had 
carried forward our new scheme for 
five years. In spite of such a short 
time we had gained the following re- 
sults: 

Some students did good work in 
teaching rural schools and helping 
in village improvement work. They 
showed a fine spirit. 

Mr. Tai Ying-kuan, chief inspec- 
tor in the Ministry of Education, 
came to visit, and when he went 
back to his office, he wrote several 
articles about our scheme. He pub- 
lished them in the best daily papers 
and magazines in China, recom- 
(Continued on Page 8, Column 1) 


6 


Deep Furrows 


The attitude of the National Church 
is quite favorable to rural work. Op- 
portunities are greater than before. If 
we seek His guidance, we shall find 
the place and the way to serve best 
for the work of the Kingdom in this 
needy land. 

—LESTER AND ELIZABETH ZOOK, 
Mexico 


You have asked me to write a state- 


ment on the subject of personal rights. ~ 


I am not sure that I possess any 
rights, but I do have a lot of responsi- 
bilities. 


—MaHATMA GANDHI - 


There is little hope for peace on ~— 


earth and good will among men, until 

farmers of the world grow enough 

food for the worlds’ population. 
—WALTER LOWDERMILK 


Long range objectives in Puerto 
Rico must point toward less land 


taken by large companies to raise — 


sugar for rum, and more land made 


available to produce food for starving © 


people. Objectives must also point to- 
ward men and women fully trained to 
conduct a community ministry in 
rural areas. 
—Book for Ministers 
and Lay Leaders 


The Rural Pastor must be the best 
trained and equipped man of any 
church worker in America today, 
with a sense of mission, in order to 
literally transform the old concept of 
the Rural Pastor. 

—ELLIoTT L. FISHER 


The god of progress differs from the 
true God in this: that out of his head 


springs a race of giants, whose mighti- © 


ness, unless controlled, can destroy 
His devotees without remorse. They 
are doing that today. 

—KENNETH GRUBB 


Our agricultural danger is not land 
shortage. It is land misuse. To con- 
centrate land ownership in the hands 
of the few is land misuse. To let the 
land wear out, break up into gullies 
and wash away is also land misuse. 
Each of such misusages cannot be 
pleasing to the Giver of Land. Chris- 
tians should thank God for land; they 
should use it reverently for it is God’s. 


—DESMOND BITTINGER 


The Christian Rural Fellowship 


156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 


__ “To promote Christian ideals for agriculture and rural life; to interpret the spiritual and religious values which 
inhere in the processes of agriculture and the relationships of rural life; to magnify and dignify the rural church; to 
provide a means of fellowship and cooperation among rural agencies: Toward a Christian Rural Civilization,” 
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Council, 100 West Adams St., Springfield, Ill. 


Executive Secretary: Rev. 


Iowa CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


buque, Iowa 


tucky 


Secretary: Rev. Ralph J. Ramsey, Univ. of Kentucky, Lexing- 


ton, Ky. 


Illinois 


DISCIPLES RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


COUNTRY RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


FRIENDS OF THE SOIL 


lina 


Chapel Hill, N. C. 


Chairman: Rev. Calvin Schnucker, University of Dubuque, Du- 


Secretary: Dr. Richard O. Comfort, Asso. Director, Theological 
Seminary, University of Dubuque, Dubuque, Iowa 
KENTUCKY CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


Chairman: Rev. Robert G. McClure, Booneville, Ky. 
Membership Secretary: Rev. Thomas C. Rhea, Lexington, Ken- 


CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
Chairman: Rev. John Eller, 3435 Van Buren, Chicago 24, Illinois 
Secretary: Mr. Dan L. Blickenstaff, 3435 Van Buren, Chicago 24, 


CONGREGATIONAL-CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Robert I. Howland, Franklin, New York 
Secretary: Rev. Alan T. Jones, Merom Institute, Merom, Indiana 


Director: B. H. Cain, 1426 U. B. Bldg., Dayton 2, Ohio 


Administrative Sec.: Dr. Viadimir Hartman, 715 Gimghoul Road, 


ELuLioTt L. FISHER, Chairman 
Miss ALicE MALONEY, Vice-Chairman 
JOHN H. REISNER, Secretary and Treasurer 
Ira W. Moomaw, Assoc. Sec’y and Asst. Treas. 


Illinois Church 


Jaffrey, N. H. 


Nrw YORK CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Carl Reppert, Addison, N. Y. 
Secretary: Rev. Stanley E. Skinner, Barnes Hall, Ithaca, N. Y. 
Secretary: Rev. Ralph W. Williamson, Barnes Hall, Ithaca, N. Y. 


OxuIO CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. William Stauffer, Sugarcreek, Ohio 
Secretary: Rev. Clyde N. Rogers, 63 South High Street, Colum- 


bus 15, Ohio 


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 


Wisconsin 


Nebraska 


President: Rev. E. D. Hamner, Livingston, Tenn. 
Secretary: Rev. Edwin L. Becker, United Christian Missionary 
Society, 222 S. Downey Ave., Indianapolis 7, Ind. 


EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH IN TOWN AND 


PENNSYLVANIA CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
Secretary: Rev. Theodore C. Scheifele, Hartleton, Pa. 


JOHN FREDERIC OBERLIN FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Walter Brockway, R.F.D. 1, Auburn, N. H. 
Secretary: Rev. B. F. Wentworth, Wilton, Maine 


METHODIST RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
President: Rev. Ralph K. Kofoed, 1303—11th Street, Monroe, 


Council Secretary: Rev. Philip N. Pitcher, Springville, Pa. 
Membership Secretary: Rev. C. Edwin Murphy, R.F.D. Waverly, 


PRESBYTERIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 


President: Rev. Elra R. Key, Canby, Minn. 
Secretary: Rev. G. Wm. Barnum, Litchfield, Minn. 


RURAL WORKERS FELLOWSHIP OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
President: Rev. E. Dargan Butt, 600 Haven St., Evanston, Il. 
Secretary: Rev. Clifford Samuelson, The National Council, Prot- 

estant Episcopal Church, 281 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, 


Chairman: Rev. Eugene Smathers, Big Lick, Tenn. N.Y 
Field Secretary: Rev. Francis A. Drake, Pinehurst, North Caro- 


SEVENTH Day BAPTIST CHRISTIAN RURAL FELLOWSHIP 
Secretary: Rev. Marion C. Van Horn, Brookfield, N. Y. 


Rural Church Library 

“JT have found a gold mine,” de- 
clared Rev. Angeles of the Methodist 
Church when he looked over the 
Rural Church Extension Service Li- 
brary in our rural church office. The 
United Christian Missionary Society 
made this library possible when they 
made possible the purchase of $500.00 
worth of books from Agricultural 
Missions, Inc. Some of our rural min- 
isters are now reading one book a 
month.—Reported by Rev. Allen 
Huber. 


Christian Rural Fellowship 
in the Philippines 
® The Christian Rural Fellowship 
Quarterly is a journal of the Chris- 
tian Rural Fellowship and the Rural 
Church Department in the Philip- 
pines. The current issue is a neatly 
mimeographed booklet of 108 pages 
and has sections dealing with: 


Awakening Interest in the Rural 
Church 

New Trends and Program of the 
Church 


Worship 

The Christian Home 

Rural Demonstration Centers 
Rural Church Extension 
Cooperative Credit and the Church 
Land Settlement 

Leadership for the Church 

The Rural Ministry. 


The Bulletin is edited by Rev. Al- 
len Huber, Director of the Rural 
Church Department. 


Education and the 
Chinese Village 


(Continued from Page 6) 


mending our scheme to other gov- 
ernment and mission schools. 

During the period of war, our 
students showed a good spirit of 
service on the battlefield. Mr. Li 
Chin-tsao, director of the Provin- 
cial Education Board, said that our 
practical scheme made our school 
the best of all high schools in Hopei 
Province. 

The Minister of Education later 
announced plans for a rural or so- 
cial service curriculum for all high 
schools in China. That project was 
apparently an adoption of our 
scheme, with almost the same pro- 
gram that we had. 


We very much hope that when the 
political situation is cleared again 
we can do even better work than we 
had done before. With the best ideas 
I can obtain here in the United States 
from college courses, observing dif- 
ferent institutions, listening to the 
ideas and speeches of specialists, and 
with the encouragement and help of 
all good friends here, I am sure we 
will make progress in the scheme we 
tried out. 

Education pursued with the main 
purpose of humble Christian service 
can do much toward healing and re- 
building China. 


Nore: Mr. Sherwood Yang, Principal of 
Tung Yen Middle School, Paotingfu, North 
China, has come to the United States for 
special study and practical experience in 
connection with the plan of education de- 
scribed above. He has travelled widely, has 
studied at the graduate level and has ac- 
quired much valuable skill with his own 
hands. 


What Is Fellowship? 


@ Fellowship once meant joining in 
a common cause. Paul spoke of ‘the 
fellowship of suffering.” Today we 
often think of fellowship as being a 
good time and usually that includes 
eating. 

There is a fellowship of work and 
giving and sacrifice. During the sum- 
mer of 1948 sixty-five young people’s 
groups in our scattered communities 
found fellowship among themselves, 
with faraway people, and we believe 
with God. Young Mission Projects 
were the means of this fellowship—a 
fellowship of toil and good times. 
Lord’s Acres were planted and cared 
for from Virginia to Alberta and 
from Ontario to Oklahoma. Sweet 
corn, peas, tomatoes, mint, flax, and 


Our Pullications 


THE HOLY EARTH, by Dr. Liberty Hyde Bailey. 
The continued demand for this great book indicates the im- 
portant and profound nature of Dr. Bailey’s message. 125 


pages, paper-bound, 25c. 


THE STORY OF JOHN FREDERIC OBERLIN, by Augustus Field 


Beard 


This inspiring biography of one of our truly great rural mis- 
sionaries has been of help and encouragement to thousands of 
ministers and missionaries of our day. 110 pages, paper-bound, 


ZOCs . 


SOURCE BOOK ON HOME AND FAMILY LIFE, by Dr. Irma 


Highbaugh. 


This book deals with the religious and daily aspect of family 
life in a manner which is both Christian and scientific. 382 
pages, cloth-bound, stamped in gold, $1.50. 

THE RURAL CHURCH IN CHINA, by Frank Wilson Price. 
This represents the most comprehensive and detailed study 
yet made of the rural church in China. 274 pages, cloth- 


bound, $2.00. 


FAMILY LIFE IN WEST CHINA, by Dr. Irma Highbaugh. 
This book is ably reviewed elsewhere in RurAL MISSIONS by 
Mrs. Otis Moore, until recently Chairman of the Rural Mis- 
sions Cooperating Committee. 240 pages, cloth-bound, $2.00. 


A BOOK OF WORSHIP FOR VILLAGE CHURCHES, by Edward 


K. Ziegler. 


This meets a deep-felt need for both a book on worship and 
a book of worship orders with suggestions for the observance 
of Christian festivals. 126 pages, paper-bound, 35c. 

RURAL PEOPLE AT WORSHIP, by Edward K. Ziegler. 
Wholesome forms of worship are now recognized as one of 
our most helpful means for Christian nurture. 118 pages, 


paper-bound, 35c. 


A BIBLIOGRAPHY ON WORSHIP FOR THE RURAL CHURCH, 


by Edward K. Ziegler. 


10 pages, single copy 5c, $2.50 per 100. 


* * 


* % 


The Christian Mission Among Rural People, published for the 
Rural Missions Cooperating Committee is now out of print. We 
have been asked to prepare a second printing and that should be 


ready by early autumn. 


Order all of the above from Agricultural Missions, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


cotton were raised and sold with the 
proceeds going to mission work. One 
group of young people at Wolford, 
North Dakota, produced over $1300 
worth of potatoes and flax. 
Fellowship becomes a great word 
when it is filled with much meanings. 


—From The Mennonite Community 


The steady drain of the best people 
from the village to the cities, which 
began about 150 years ago, is a major 
cause of the present condition in 
Indian villages. 

—Dr. A. S. ALTEKAR, 
quoted by ARTHUR MORGAN 
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MEN WORKING 
by Ralph A. Felton. 


One of the most dynamic ways for 
bringing new life to an old church is 
for the people themselves to join 
hands in improving the church prop- 
erty, so as to make it more useful and 
attractive. Dr. Felton brings together 
a large number of concrete and crea- 
tive suggestions as to how churches, 
parsonages and other parish proper- 
ties have been transformed from a 
state of neglect to a center of pride. 

Well illustrated, 71 pages, price: 
30c. Order direct from Ralph A. Fel- 
ton, Madison, N. J. 


